Friday, October 7, 2011
Dear Parent (s),

I wanted to remind you of a couple of things before we meet for your child’s scheduled conference.

· The week of October 24th-28th  will have a modified scheduled for the students.  The students will begin dismissal at 12:10.

· Please try to be on time for your scheduled conference.  

· Please bring your child to the conference with you.  I am really trying to teach the children that they are responsible for their education (as I know you are) and I feel that they should lead their conferences.  They are well aware of their strengths and their weaknesses and they also know what actions and strategies need to be put in place to improve their academic and social progress.  I, of course, will facilitate the conference and offer input.  My goals are to help the children become more independent and to take more initiative with their learning. If you need to speak with me privately, your child may sit outside the classroom briefly. 
Highlights of Research on Student-Led Conferences (Taken from Education World):
Student-led conferences are emerging as a way to actively engage students in their learning process, wrote Donald G. Hackmann, assistant professor of educational leadership and policy studies at Iowa State University in an ERIC Digest, "Student-Led Conferences at the Middle Level." Following are some of the benefits of student-led conferences listed in Hackmann's article:
* Students assume greater control of their academic progress.
* Students accept personal responsibility for their academic performance.
* Parents, teachers, and students engage in open and honest dialogue.
* Parents attend conferences at increased rates.
* Students learn the process of self-evaluation.
* Students develop organizational and oral communication skills. 

 Sample Agenda Items:

· Welcome 

· Areas your child is doing well in
· Schoolwork or behavior we would like to improve on
· Suggestions for making improvements or maintaining progress
· Present short and long term goals 

· Look at data from formative and summative assessments 

· Steps to follow through with at home 

· Questions 

