
 
 

Ant 

 
 Ants live in giant colonies or families.  

They all walk to move around, but some also 

have wings.  Ants all work together to get 

food.  They eat other animals after they die.  

This helps to clean up their environment.  

Ants can be one quarter inch to one inch. 

Some ants actually help care for and protect 

other smaller insects, such as aphids.  



 
 

Praying Mantis 

 
 The praying mantis is a large green insect.  

It eats smaller bugs, some of whom are 

harmful to people, spiders, mice, lizards, and 

small birds.  It is about four inches long.  The 

praying mantis lives by himself.  They move 

around by walking and flying.  It lives where 

there is warm weather.  



 
 

Mosquito 

 
 Mosquitoes usually live near water 

because that is where they lay their eggs.  

Female mosquitoes, the girls, bite people and 

animals to drink their blood.  Male 

mosquitoes, the boys drink nectar from 

flowers.  Mosquitoes are around 1 inch long.  

Mosquitoes move around by flying or walking.   



 
 

Honey Bee 

 
 Honey bees make honey, beeswax, and 

help pollinate flowers.  They live in colonies 

with LOTS of other bees, 20 to 80 thousand, 

in a special house called a hive.  Bees collect 

the nectar from flowers.  Sometimes they 

sting, especially when they are angry because 

they can’t go out and look for flowers on 

windy, cloudy days.  Honey bees fly or walk to 

move around.   
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Ladybugs 

 
 Ladybugs live in any area that is at or 

above 60 degrees where they can find food.  

They eat mostly aphids, but also some other 

small soft shelled insects.  Usually, if you can 

find aphids there will be a group of ladybugs 

nearby. Ladybugs are about one quarter of an 

inch long.  They can be red, yellow, or orange, 

but all of them have spots.  Not all ladybugs 

are girls. Some are boys!  Ladybugs move by 

flying or walking. 



   
 

Stink Bugs 

 
 Stink bugs are about one half to two 

thirds of an inch long.  They eat by sucking 

the juices out of fruits and plants.  They 

especially like the bean pods on soy bean 

plants.  Stink bugs can fly and walk.  Stink 

bugs usually can be found living in dogwood 

trees and vegetable plants in the spring and 

summer.  They usually live near other stink 

bugs.  They get their name because they put 

out a stinky smell to scare away other insects 

and birds that might want to eat them.  



    
 

Butterfly 

 
 Butterflies eat leaves as a caterpillar.  

Then, when they become butterflies they 

drink nectar from flowers.  They live by 

themselves and fly or walk to move around.  

Butterflies live in warm weather.  Sometimes 

these butterflies have big red spots on their 

wings that look like big eyes to scare away 

birds that might want to eat them. 
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Today we read the story “The Very Hungry Caterpillar.”  We 
learned about how butterflies change as they grow up. 
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Butterfly Word MatchButterfly Word MatchButterfly Word MatchButterfly Word Match    
Draw lines to connect the butterfly terms that match. 

    

    butterflybutterflybutterflybutterfly                        mothmothmothmoth    
    

    chrysalischrysalischrysalischrysalis                        caterpillarcaterpillarcaterpillarcaterpillar    
    

    mothmothmothmoth                            butterflybutterflybutterflybutterfly    
    

    leafleafleafleaf                                chrysalischrysalischrysalischrysalis    
    

    caterpillarcaterpillarcaterpillarcaterpillar                        leafleafleafleaf    



    
 
 

Dragon Fly 

 
 Dragon flies usually fly to move around.  

Dragon flies use their sharp jaws to catch and 

eat flies and other insects.  Dragon flies are 

very helpful because they eat gnats and 

mosquitoes that are harmful to people.  They 

can be anywhere from 1 to 7 inches.  Dragon 

flies live all over the world.  They do not live 

in groups.  
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Student:___________________Student:___________________Student:___________________Student:___________________            Teacher:_________________Teacher:_________________Teacher:_________________Teacher:_________________    

    

  

Beginning 
Awareness 

Participation 
with Multiple 

Prompts 

Participation 
with Single 

Prompt 

Independent 
Participation 

  1 2 3 4 

Attending during group 
activities and discussions         

Responds to questions 
appropriately         

Appropriate interactions 
with peers during group 

activities         

Completing tasks and 
assignments as directed         

Complete tasks and 
assignments using his/her 

best effort         
Identify the parts of an 

insect         

Identify and stages of the 
life cycle for various insects         

Classify insects according 
to various characteristics         

Identify various types of 
insects and their purposes         

    
Project InformationProject InformationProject InformationProject Information    
 This final project provided a curriculum based unit in which the students could 
learn not only about insects, but also work on applying their communication and social 
skills in the classroom.  It involved a wide variety of activities including hands on 
experiments, walks outside for observations of the real world, group discussions, cross 
curricular activities in mathematics and language arts, and art projects.  Instruction in all 
of these areas was modified to meet the needs of each individual student so that 
he/she could participate to the best of his/her ability. 
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Name: __________________________ 
 

Today we learned all about Today we learned all about Today we learned all about Today we learned all about 
insects.  My favorite insect isinsects.  My favorite insect isinsects.  My favorite insect isinsects.  My favorite insect is    
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////    
    

Draw a picture of your favorite insect in the box. 
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